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Until 29 September
Upper East Gallery
Kurt Jackson’s art is a celebration 
of the natural world. Recently he 
has been inspired by the bees he 
encounters at home in Cornwall and 
across the UK. This exhibition brings 
together paintings, sculpture and 
Museum collections to explore the 
diverse and beautiful world of bees.

Kurt Jackson: Bees 
(and the odd wasp) 
in my Bonnet

27 May - 30 October
Main Court
See insect specimens from the 
Museum’s collections like never 
before in the beautifully-lit, large 
scale, high magnification portraiture 
of Levon Biss.
www.microsculpture.net

Microsculpture

12 May - 13 November
Upper North Gallery
A small display celebrating the 
Museum’s Victorian glass roof. 
Soaring above the specimens, it is a 
source of fascination for all visitors. 
In this creative exploration of the 
roof, discover the people behind 
its creation, secrets of its beautiful 
design and find out how it has been 
maintained for generations to come.

Lives at the TopA year-long showcase of art inspired by nature

During 2016, the Museum of Natural History presents 
a rich programme of exhibitions, talks and workshops 
by artists and writers whose varied work celebrates the 
natural environment.

The second of two special exhibitions, Microsculpture: 
The Insect Photography of Levon Biss, opens in the main 
court on 27 May - www.microsculpture.net.

www.visionsofnature.net



Sat 7 May Oxford Bee Fest!
Adult talks 10am-1pm; family
activities 2-5pm
In celebration of bees and pollination, 
a day of talks and activities with Oxford 
Friends of the Earth. Free, register at: 
www.oxfoe.co.uk

Sat 7 May An Evening with Chris 
Packham
Lecture, 5.30-6.30pm
Join TV presenter and wildlife expert Chris 
Packham as he discusses his new memoir 
Fingers in the Sparkle Jar. Tickets £5, 
book at: www.waterstones.com/events

Mon 9 May A Little Look at... the 
Ocean
10.30am & 11.30am, Under 5s
An active, hands-on exploration telling the 
tales of objects in the Museum.

Thu 12 May After-Hours Tour with 
Kurt Jackson
Exhibition tour, 5-5.45pm
An opportunity to meet the artist as he 
discusses the stories and inspiration behind 
our current Bees (and the odd wasp) in my 
bonnet exhibition.
£10, book at: www.bit.ly/mnhevents

Thu 12 May Give Bees a Chance
Lecture, 6.30-7.30pm
Kurt Jackson reflects on the interaction 
between humans and bees, and discusses 
how this influences his art. £5, book at:
www.bit.ly/mnhevents

What’s on

Mon 6 Jun Big, Scary Maneaters! 
Lecture, 6.30-8.30pm
Join Colin Stevenson of the IUCN 
Crocodillian Group to hear why and how 
we should conserve these highly evolved 
predators. Part of the Festival of Nature. 
Book at:
www.oxfordfestivalofnature.org

Thu 9 Jun Inglorious: Conflict in the 
Uplands
Lecture, 7-8.30pm
Join Mark Avery, writer, environmental 
campaigner and former Director of 
Conservation at the RSPB to discuss 
how grouse shooting harms the 
environment. Part of the Festival of Nature. 
Book at:
www.oxfordfestivalofnature.org

Sat 11 Jun In Conversation with 
Michael Morpurgo and Professor 
Ian Goldin
Lecture, 2-4pm
Can people flourish alongside the 
environment, or will human development 
and sustainability always be in conflict? 
Master storyteller Michael Morpurgo and 
Professor Ian Goldin, Director of Oxford 
University’s Martin School, discuss these 
questions. Book at:
www.oxfordfestivalofnature.org

Mon 13 Jun A Little Look at... 
Dinosaurs
10.30am & 11.30am, Under 5s
An active, hands-on exploration telling the 
tales of objects in the Museum.

Tues 14 Jun Where Do Babies Come 
From?
Lecture, 6-7pm
Find out how everything gets formed in the 
right place during embryonic development 
in this talk by Dr Casper J. Breuker of 
Oxford Brookes University. Part of the 
Festival of Nature. Book at:
www.oxfordfestivalofnature.org

Tues 21 Jun Curious Cubs
10.30am-12.30pm, Under 5s, Drop-in
Pick up one of our activity bags and explore 
the Museum with Pebbles, Smokey and 
Huxley.

Sat 25 Jun Incredible Insects 
Oxfordshire Science Festival event in 
Oxford city centre
Our insects are on the loose! Get up close 
and personal with live bugs and Minibeast 
Mayhem. See website for details:
www.oum.ox.ac.uk

Sat 2 Jul Dancing the Tree of Life
Performance at 4pm; Talk at 5.15pm
Join evolutionary biologist Yan Wong, 
choreographer Joelle Pappas, and dancers 
to see how evolution works as they dance 
you through the tree of life. Free, book at:
www.bit.ly/mnhevents

Fri 13 May Museums at Night: Pacific
Late night event, 7-10pm
A journey through the Pacific with music, 
Turtle Tours, flax weaving and lay making, 
printing, crafts, object handling, Awesome 
Arachnids, and of course a bar! £5, book at: 
www.bit.ly/museumspacific

Tues 17 May Beehive Spotlight
Talk, 2.30-3pm
An informal talk about our observation 
beehive. A chance to ask the questions 
you’ve been buzzing to ask about bees.

Tues 24 May Curious Cubs
10.30am-12.30pm, Under 5s, Drop-in
Pick up one of our activity bags and explore 
the Museum with Pebbles, Smokey and 
Huxley.

Tues 31 May & Wed 1 Jun Ugly Bug Ball
1-4pm, Drop-in
Will you be the weirdest and most wonderful 
bug of all? Get dressed up and join us for a 
dance.

Sat 4 Jun Wild Fair
Special event, 10am-4pm, Drop-in
Meet scientists, wildlife and conservation 
groups and some of the creatures they study 
at the big launch of Oxfordshire’s Festival of 
Nature. Co-hosted with BBOWT.
www.oxfordfestivalofnature.org

CALENDAR

Adults and young people

Families

Suitable for allFestival of Nature events



PRESENTING...

A Plesiosaur Named Eve
24 May - 25 July
Introducing a newly-discovered marine reptile 
from the Jurassic period, recently donated to 
the Museum.

The Worldwide Web
26 July - 27 September
How spiders linked the world together, and 
the man at the centre of it all...

All events are free unless stated otherwise, but donations help support our programme.

For the full Family Friendly programme at the Oxford University Museums see
www.museums.ox.ac.uk

Sat 2 Jul Alice’s Animals 
Alice’s Day special event
Explore the Museum that inspired the 
book with performances and activities. See 
website for details: www.oum.ox.ac.uk

Sat 9 Jul Photography Workshop 
with Levon Biss
Levon Biss’ photography is a masterclass in 
lighting. Pick up some expert techniques 
using specimens at different scales from 
the Museum collections. Special workshop 
to coincide with the Microsculpture 
exhibition. Price and times tbc. See website 
for details: www.oum.ox.ac.uk

Mon 11 Jul A Little Look at... Tall 
and Small
10.30am & 11.30am, Under 5s
An active, hands-on exploration telling the 
tales of objects in the Museum.

Tues 19 Jul Curious Cubs
10.30am-12.30pm, Under 5s, Drop-in
Pick up one of our activity bags and explore 
the Museum with Pebbles, Smokey and 
Huxley.

Mon 25 Jul Afternoon Explorers: 
Giant Insects
1-4pm, Drop-in
Ever wondered what an enormous bee 
would be like? Why not make one and 
see? Join in with junk modelling and super-
sized drawings.

Mon 25 Jul Sensing Culture
Tour for blind and partially sighted 
visitors, 11am-12 noon
A hands-on tour of the Museum to 
highlight the insect collection, specially 
created for visitors with impaired sight. Part 
of our Heritage Lottery-funded ‘Sensing 
Culture’ partner project with the RNIB.
Booking essential, email:
outreach@museums.ox.ac.uk

Mon 8 Aug Afternoon Explorers: 
Bug doodling
1-4pm, Drop-in
Insects are amazing, especially really close 
up! Grab a magnifying glass or microscope 
and draw what you see. 

Tues 9 Aug Beehive Spotlight
Talk, 2.30-3pm
An informal talk about our observation 
beehive. A chance to ask the questions 
you’ve been buzzing to ask about bees.

Mon 22 Aug Afternoon Explorers: 
Flying Bugs
1-4pm, Drop-in
Admire our flapping, zooming, buzzing 
bugs and make one of your own to take 
home.

CALENDAR

REGULAR EVENTS

Spotlight Specimens
Monday-Thursday at 2.30pm
All ages
An informal specimen show-and-tell under 
the T. rex. Ask questions and chat with 
Museum experts.

Café Scientifique
Second Tuesday each month, 7.30-9pm
Adults
No events during August
Hear scientists discuss research over a glass of 
wine. For details see:
www.bit.ly/cafescioxford

Architecture Tours
Every Friday, 2.30pm & 3.15pm, Adults
Take a free volunteer-led tour to learn about 
the Museum’s Grade 1-listed Neo-Gothic 
building.

FOR ADULTS FAMILY FRIENDLY

A themed changing display

Science Saturdays
Every Saturday, 2-4pm, 7 May - 18 June 
(except 4 June), Drop-in, Ages 8+
Meet scientists to investigate real natural 
history specimens from the collection.

The Beasts from the Books
Friday 22 July - Friday 2 September
Drop-in, during opening hours
Famous animals have leapt off the pages of 
your favourite books and into our summer 
holiday trail. In the Museum, around Oxford 
and in the Story Museum. 

Bags of Fun
Every Tuesday, 2-4pm, 26 July - 30 August
Drop-in
Borrow a backpack full of activities and 
become a family of museum explorers.

Family Friendly Sundays
Every Sunday, 2-4pm, Drop-in
Family Friendly trails, crafts, backpacks and 
more, all provided by Museum volunteers.

Adults and young people

Families

Suitable for all



Oxford University Museum of Natural History
Parks Road
Oxford
OX1 3PW
01865  272950
info@oum.ox.ac.uk
www.oum.ox.ac.uk

Opening hours
Open daily from 10am-5pm.
Admission is free.

Group and school visits
Schools and large groups please pre-book 
on 01865 282 451 or email
education@oum.ox.ac.uk

Museum Café
Enjoy snacks and drinks throughout the 
day, courtesy of Oxford’s Mortons. 

Shop
The Museum Shop offers a wide range 
of products including fossils, minerals, 
publications, toys, jewellery, postcards and 
Museum products: shop@oum.ox.ac.uk 

Library and Archives
Our Library and Archives are open to 
anyone. For appointments email
library@oum.ox.ac.uk
www.oum.ox.ac.uk/collect

Learning at the Museum
The Museum offers a range of taught 
sessions for primary and secondary Key 
Stages, regular Family Friendly activities, 
and a programme of events for adults.
www.oum.ox.ac.uk/educate

Volunteering
To find out about volunteering at the 
Museum see:
www.museums.ox.ac.uk/volunteers

Community Outreach
For information on free workshops for 
adult community groups see
www.museums.ox.ac.uk/community-
outreach

Access
The Museum provides wheelchair access 
to all floors and free disabled parking. 
There is no other public parking available 
on site.

Hire the Museum
The Museum and its 300-seat Lecture 
Theatre are available for private hire 
functions, including weddings, dinners 
and conferences: venue@oum.ox.ac.uk

Location
The Museum is about 10 minutes’ walk 
north of Oxford city centre and about 15 
minutes’ walk from Oxford rail station.

@morethanadodo
Blog: morethanadodo.com

FREE WIFI - choose ‘MNH Public’ network


